5/21/25, 9:35 AM How do | get past the "INACCESSIBLE BOOT DEVICE" error when importing a Windows Server 2019 from VMware...
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How do | get past the "INACCESSIBLE BOOT DEVICE" error when importing a
Windows Server 2019 from VMware?

Question
Windows 2022 had no problem getting imported.
Anyone have any idea what is going on here?

I've tried every permutation of SCSI and SATA devices with no luck.

EDIT: | found out how to do this here: https://superuser.com/a/1253728

1. Boot using SATA, SAS, IDE, Parallel SCSI, or VMware paravirtual SCSI and install VirtlO for Windows.
2. Tell Windows to boot into Safe Mode using "bcdedit /set "{current}" safeboot minimal" and shut down.

3. Change drive C: in Proxmox to use SATA.
4. Add a CD-ROM device in Proxmox to the VirtlO SCSI. You don't need any media.
5. Change boot order in Proxmox to boot from SATA
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Did you load the virtio and gemu-guest agent before importing. If not may be your issue. The only issues i
had moving windows VMs over was i didn't install those two things first.
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Is the boot order correct? | remember having a similar issue and my boot order was incorrect.

28 O Reply

Q ermurenz ¢ 1y ago

Change disk conf to IDE , install gemu agent and virtio drivers and than turn back from IDE to Virtio.
G ¢ 28 O Reply
% ReadingEffective5579 - 6mo ago

This was the answer that solved it for me.

2% O Reply

ﬁ:} redraybit « 10mo ago

I'm stuck on your step 2. How are you telling it to boot into Safe Mode when you're already at a boot fail
screen?

G ¢ 28 O Reply
a aegrotatio OP * 10mo ago ¢ Edited 10mo ago

You need to boot from SATA, SAS, IDE, or Parallel SCSI to get to this point.

My post is about changing to VirtlO SCSI. Windows already has the correct drivers for non-paravirtual
hard drives and VMware paravirtual SCSI. My goal is to convert the machine to use the public-domain
VirtlO paravirtual SCSI under Proxmox.

18 O Reply

(*) 4 more replies

@ Responsible_Place612 - 5mo ago

If you still have issues, the following links may help to solve the problem.

Blue, Black Screen, Stuck on Boot, Windows Crash Errors [Part-1] https://youtu.be/ytgMVJILKtFU

Blue, Black Screen, Stuck on Boot, Windows Crash Errors [Part-2]: https://youtu.be/HABTVKLVT3Y
& 28 O Reply

)X( r/Proxmox ¢ 1 yr. ago

~axm

Goodbye VmWare
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Best way to improve performance on Windows VMs?

21 upvotes - 20 comments

m r/HyperV « 9 days ago
Moving from VMware to HyperV

23 upvotes - 44 comments

x r/Proxmox ¢ 7 days ago

e

I bought a new PC — how should | migrate my home server setup?

64 upvotes - 17 comments

2’( r/Proxmox ¢ 4 mo. ago

What are your exceptions to "Dont modify/install anything on the host"

88 upvotes - 155 comments

5,’( r/Proxmox « 26 days ago

Examples of services to use in a VM, LXC, or Docker?

19 upvotes - 29 comments
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Not using zfs?

37 upvotes - 58 comments
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How to create VMs that rollbacks after shutdown
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how to create a virtual disk > 128TB

32 upvotes - 24 comments

0 r/aoe4 « 1 yr. ago

"Game Config not Found" error. | have already allowed it through Windows Defender and ransomware
access. What next?

4 upvotes - 2 comments

<1_ﬁ,‘ r/fo76 « 1 yr. ago

| can't install Fallout 76 from the the windows store?

1 upvote - 5 comments

Q r/linux_gaming ¢ 1 yr. ago

After installing nVidia Driver and logging in in KDE(debian 12), | get this black screen. Any way to solve
it?

7 upvotes - 16 comments

. r/ASUSROG - 1 yr. ago

Is there any way to get the VMD controller driver to work with Custom OS?

1 upvote - 8 comments

(a r/debian ¢ 1 yr. ago

How to fix this? | can't install any Nvidia drivers in Debian 12

13 upvotes - 21 comments

@ r/mac « 1 yr. ago

How do I find what installed & runs Microsoft AutoUpdater on my Macbook?

1 upvote - 3 comments

. r/oneplus ¢ 1 yr. ago

Is "Hey Google" working for you guys? | cannot enable it due to Voice Match error (Oneplus 12)

3 upvotes - 3 comments

@ r/TOR < 1 yr. ago
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