
WSL recommended distribution?
Misc.

Hello guys,

I want to install WSL on my Windows machine, and I wonder about the distribution I should go with.

Ubuntu is the default one, but I have read some bad things about them with their snaps etc., and I’ve also decided
moving to Linux Mint on my Linux machine.

So which distribution do you recommend for WSL? Are the snaps even there in Ubuntu for WSL as well?

Thanks in advance.

Archived post. New comments cannot be posted and votes cannot be cast.
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I use Debian, it has long term stability and is upstream of Ubuntu and Mint so it's pretty similar without
pushing stuff like Snap.

joelpo • 1y ago
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2

I'll add: Debian WSL is tighter and you are starting with less bloat.

A little more work after install with Debian and you have the distro you want.

cameos • 1y ago

4

Ubuntu might be the only distro that takes WSL seriously. They even maintain several packages made only
for WSL. Other distros merely create a base root file system with selected packages pre-installed.

I would also imagine that there are more WSL-ubuntu users, so issues likely get reported and fixed quicker.

If you install ubuntu from wsl.exe, the snapd is pre-installed. If you don't like it, simply remove it.

dud8 • 1y ago

3

Ubuntu has the best out of the box support and compatibility. This is the distribution that WSL seems to be
developing against. Things like gpu acceleration are mostly documented here.

Personally I use Fedora at home and RHEL at work with WSL2. I have scripts for both that use podman to
build a container recipe and export the resulting image to a WSL compatible tarball. For fedora this is easy
and only gets difficult if you want GPU accelerated GUI apps. On RHEL I build the base tarball using UBI
then after deployment use the satellite curl based onboarding to upgrade to full RHEL. Combine all this with
WSL's new mirror network mode and everything has been smooth sailing.

ClassroomNew884 • 1y ago

2

2 more replies

Have you tried RH's prebuilt WSL2 distro?

3lobedburningeye • 1y ago

2

I went with Debian. Liking it. I've mostly used nothing but Ubuntu MATE in recent years but I started feeling
concerned about all the drama and baggage (Ubuntu Pro, increasing reliance on snap) and since Ubuntu is
based on Debian it's like 95% the same so everything is still pretty familiar.

mistermithras • 1y ago

2

I have Debian because it's the one with which I'm most familiar. Recently added openSUSE Tumbleweed to
play around with since I'm unfamiliar with it.
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Significant-Nail8989 • 1y ago

I've been using Debian for a long time and am pretty happy with it. Not sure why Ubuntu will be better, since
it's already WSL2 why not go to the source. Ubuntu is leaning into the proprietary direction, Debian is the
base.

hibuna • 1y ago • Edited 1y ago

2 more replies

I use Debian. Be sure to checkout WSL config. For example my dev env was messed up because per default
WSL appends the Windows path so it ran native Windows python.

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/wsl/wsl-config

• 6 mo. ago

Recently got into the AWs

65 upvotes ·  16 comments

r/AutoWorldDiecast

• 3 mo. ago

If you need help with something on Wandrer...

57 upvotes ·  33 comments

r/wandrer

• 4 mo. ago

Limit Testing 🦀

32 upvotes ·  6 comments

r/UrgotMains

0:20

• 1 mo. ago

I am still using WSA

47 upvotes ·  8 comments

r/WSA

• 14 days ago

I was just saying yesterday how I've been hunting for SW V Premium forever....

r/SakuraWars

4
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42 upvotes ·  6 comments
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I launched my Substack!

28 upvotes ·  7 comments

r/BlackWomenOver30

• 1 mo. ago

Intent Waves

40 upvotes ·  6 comments

r/castaneda

• 2 mo. ago

I'm a system now, apparently - host

71 upvotes ·  9 comments

r/OSDDmemes

2
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Wiki problem

24 upvotes ·  8 comments

r/HBMNuclearTechMod
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Be careful with investing in new subnets

9 upvotes ·  8 comments

r/bittensor_
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I launched my Substack

65 upvotes ·  6 comments

r/HappyBlackWomen
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100% of scoring in the NSL is from Vancouver Players, either current or former

27 upvotes ·  9 comments

r/NorthernSuperLeague
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D-Wave carrying the whole quantum industry!

44 upvotes ·  22 comments

r/QBTSstock
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Documentation Online
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r/Bitburner
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What’s your experience with Quantum?

7 upvotes ·  21 comments

r/QuantumFiber

3
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BC WMS Recommendation?
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r/Dynamics365

• 1 yr. ago

logging software recommendation?

1 upvote ·  22 comments

r/amateurradio
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WDS bottleneck?
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r/Network
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DNS Filtering Good Enough?
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Fpr compatibility?
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r/300zx
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I'm aiming to become a SailPoint Architect. Need Guidance
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please support Wikipedia
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