
Trying to auto login on a Debian 11 machine that has no gui.
I had install Debian 11 on a special slice, without any graphics.

I would like to get it logged in automatically as root, then launch a shell script (.sh).

As far as i understand, most setting files uses to be at /etc/somefile.conf, is it enought to just locate the correct one
and edit it with Nano?
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Automating a root login probably isn't the best idea I've heard this week - there are a couple of ways to run a
script as root without having root log on to the machine. This is easily done with the system crontab or a
systemd unit that runs on boot.

If you really need a root login this is done with a systemd override. See

Hope this helps -

https://wiki.archlinux.org/title/getty#Automatic_login_to_virtual_console
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Thanks, i'm going to try it.
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fantomas_666 • 4y ago

2 Reply

maybe you need:

rungetty - minimal console getty that can run any process

apt-cache search autologin found this one, there may be others as well

[deleted] • 4y ago

2 Reply

Look at the first solution, it should also work for Debian 11

https://superuser.com/questions/969923/automatic-root-login-in-debian-8-0-console-only

Velocity-Prime • 4y ago

1 Reply

What do you mean by 'has no gui'? are you trying to autologin to a tty? or you mean that there's no display
manager (gdm, sddm, lightdm...) and you are trying to login to a desktop environment (kde, xfce, gnome...) ?

Because the ways to achieve this will vary based on your situation.
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1 upvote ·  2 comments

r/debian

• 8 yr. agor/linuxmasterrace

Log InSkip to main content

5/8/25, 2:52 PM Trying to auto login on a Debian 11 machine that has no gui. : r/debian

https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/q5kdsa/trying_to_auto_login_on_a_debian_11_machine_that/?share_id=xQpJwfBEKJKk-P… 2/5

https://www.reddit.com/register/
https://www.reddit.com/login/
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/user-agreement
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/privacy-policy
https://www.reddit.com/user/fantomas_666/
https://www.reddit.com/user/fantomas_666/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/q5kdsa/comment/hg7i2jz/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/q5kdsa/comment/hg7skn8/
https://superuser.com/questions/969923/automatic-root-login-in-debian-8-0-console-only
https://www.reddit.com/user/Velocity-Prime/
https://www.reddit.com/user/Velocity-Prime/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/q5kdsa/comment/hg7d1f6/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1i56ops/trying_to_set_up_auto_login_for_debian_12_server/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1i56ops/trying_to_set_up_auto_login_for_debian_12_server/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxmasterrace/comments/6nvek5/how_do_you_autologin_the_debian_console/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxmasterrace/comments/6nvek5/how_do_you_autologin_the_debian_console/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxmasterrace
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


How do you auto-login the Debian console?

5 upvotes ·  3 comments

• 4 yr. ago

Debian Cinnamon Auto Login

5 upvotes ·  4 comments

r/debian

• 2 yr. ago

is there a way to auto login user when the device is powered on?

7 comments

r/debian

• 4 yr. ago

Debian LXQT Autologin

6 upvotes ·  6 comments

r/linuxquestions

• 2 yr. ago

is there a terminal command to auto log in?

5 comments

r/linux_gaming

• 1 mo. ago

After trying several distros Debian solved my problem

27 upvotes ·  8 comments

r/debian

• 4 yr. ago

Can't get automatic login to work

5 upvotes ·  22 comments

r/debian

• 14 days ago

I have been using Debian for maybe 3 months, so here are few of my thoughts.

30 upvotes ·  20 comments

r/debian

• 1 yr. ago

Server/Headless Linux: enable automatic login to a user on boot but when the user logs out, it will not
re-login back into the user?

1 upvote ·  3 comments

r/linux4noobs

• 13 days ago

Just Installed Debian

r/debian

Log InSkip to main content

5/8/25, 2:52 PM Trying to auto login on a Debian 11 machine that has no gui. : r/debian

https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/q5kdsa/trying_to_auto_login_on_a_debian_11_machine_that/?share_id=xQpJwfBEKJKk-P… 3/5

https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxmasterrace/comments/6nvek5/how_do_you_autologin_the_debian_console/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxmasterrace/comments/6nvek5/how_do_you_autologin_the_debian_console/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/otvi9t/debian_cinnamon_auto_login/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/otvi9t/debian_cinnamon_auto_login/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/11o4rdv/is_there_a_way_to_auto_login_user_when_the_device/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/11o4rdv/is_there_a_way_to_auto_login_user_when_the_device/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxquestions/comments/qlv14v/debian_lxqt_autologin/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxquestions/comments/qlv14v/debian_lxqt_autologin/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linuxquestions
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux_gaming/comments/17k3zfq/is_there_a_terminal_command_to_auto_log_in/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux_gaming/comments/17k3zfq/is_there_a_terminal_command_to_auto_log_in/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux_gaming
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jkniaw/after_trying_several_distros_debian_solved_my/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jkniaw/after_trying_several_distros_debian_solved_my/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/nmh238/cant_get_automatic_login_to_work/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/nmh238/cant_get_automatic_login_to_work/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k71yxm/i_have_been_using_debian_for_maybe_3_months_so/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k71yxm/i_have_been_using_debian_for_maybe_3_months_so/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux4noobs/comments/1br267x/serverheadless_linux_enable_automatic_login_to_a/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux4noobs/comments/1br267x/serverheadless_linux_enable_automatic_login_to_a/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux4noobs
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k7xg57/just_installed_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k7xg57/just_installed_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k7xg57/just_installed_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


685 upvotes ·  37 comments

• 11 days ago

Should I install Debian 13 ?

33 upvotes ·  40 comments

r/debian

• 13 days ago

Installed debian 13

51 upvotes ·  32 comments

r/debian

• 3 days ago

Debian is technological bliss

180 upvotes ·  117 comments

r/debian

• 24 days ago

Finally UPGRADED to Debian from Debian-based

72 upvotes ·  30 comments

r/debian

• 19 days ago

debian DE?

295 upvotes ·  70 comments

r/debian

• 19 days ago

Thinking of switching to Debian

40 upvotes ·  32 comments

r/debian

• 4 days ago

First day using Debian

264 upvotes ·  29 comments

r/debian

• 4 yr. ago

Linux equivalent of Windows logout and login?

1 upvote ·  16 comments

r/linux4noobs

• 4 yr. ago

How to run Unix executable on mac?

r/osx

Log InSkip to main content

5/8/25, 2:52 PM Trying to auto login on a Debian 11 machine that has no gui. : r/debian

https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/q5kdsa/trying_to_auto_login_on_a_debian_11_machine_that/?share_id=xQpJwfBEKJKk-P… 4/5

https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k7xg57/just_installed_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k93rqk/should_i_install_debian_13/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k93rqk/should_i_install_debian_13/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k7j118/installed_debian_13/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k7j118/installed_debian_13/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1kfal5s/debian_is_technological_bliss/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1kfal5s/debian_is_technological_bliss/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jz09js/finally_upgraded_to_debian_from_debianbased/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jz09js/finally_upgraded_to_debian_from_debianbased/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k31na0/debian_de/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k31na0/debian_de/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k31na0/debian_de/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k2r6sm/thinking_of_switching_to_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k2r6sm/thinking_of_switching_to_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1kej6kl/first_day_using_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1kej6kl/first_day_using_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1kej6kl/first_day_using_debian/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux4noobs/comments/qif0d4/linux_equivalent_of_windows_logout_and_login/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux4noobs/comments/qif0d4/linux_equivalent_of_windows_logout_and_login/
https://www.reddit.com/r/linux4noobs
https://www.reddit.com/r/osx/comments/prsywo/how_to_run_unix_executable_on_mac/
https://www.reddit.com/r/osx/comments/prsywo/how_to_run_unix_executable_on_mac/
https://www.reddit.com/r/osx
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


TOP POSTS

Reddit

reReddit: Top posts of October 11, 2021

Reddit

reReddit: Top posts of October 2021

Reddit

reReddit: Top posts of 2021

Reddit Rules Privacy Policy User Agreement Reddit, Inc. © 2025. All rights reserved.

5 upvotes ·  5 comments

• 1 mo. ago

Debian is fun

35 upvotes ·  15 comments

r/debian

• 15 days ago

I will try to stay in Debian 12 until its end of life.

113 upvotes ·  68 comments

r/debian

• 27 days ago

Dear Debian, I'm sorry for doubting you

113 upvotes ·  27 comments

r/debian

• 3 mo. ago

This was my first Debian installation medium

903 upvotes ·  75 comments

r/debian

• 4 mo. ago

Debian crash

79 upvotes ·  29 comments

r/debian

Log In

5/8/25, 2:52 PM Trying to auto login on a Debian 11 machine that has no gui. : r/debian

https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/q5kdsa/trying_to_auto_login_on_a_debian_11_machine_that/?share_id=xQpJwfBEKJKk-P… 5/5

https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october-11-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/october/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2021/
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/content-policy
https://www.reddit.com/policies/privacy-policy
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/user-agreement
https://redditinc.com/
https://www.reddit.com/r/osx/comments/prsywo/how_to_run_unix_executable_on_mac/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jl7uou/debian_is_fun/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jl7uou/debian_is_fun/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k67479/i_will_try_to_stay_in_debian_12_until_its_end_of/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1k67479/i_will_try_to_stay_in_debian_12_until_its_end_of/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jx3jm5/dear_debian_im_sorry_for_doubting_you/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1jx3jm5/dear_debian_im_sorry_for_doubting_you/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1imx8ul/this_was_my_first_debian_installation_medium/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1imx8ul/this_was_my_first_debian_installation_medium/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1imx8ul/this_was_my_first_debian_installation_medium/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1i6onw8/debian_crash/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1i6onw8/debian_crash/
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian
https://www.reddit.com/r/debian/comments/1i6onw8/debian_crash/
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/

