
Windows Server in Home Lab
Discussion

Does anyone run Windows servers in their home lab? Looking for advice on licensing... I currently have a Server
2012R2 Essentials box running as my DC, but started looking into upgrading it to Server 2019. I’ve never really
had experience working with Windows licensing, so not really sure what the drawbacks are - Essentials seems to
limit what I can do and I don’t like that because who knows, one day I may want more than one DC... you know, for
redundancy. The problem is that, Server 2019 standard is almost $1000 and it requires CAL for each user and
computer that connects? What are you guys (or girls) doing in your home labs?

Currently, my DC is really only there for ADUC and GPO. I only have one additional Windows device in my lab (my
desktop), but I do use ADUC for authentication across my entire lab, where possible. I’d imagine each server
authenticating would constitute one client for licensing purposes.
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Have to love reddit search. I was hunting for this same information and had zero hits and this thread existed
when I searched.
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1 more reply

That's why I Google search reddit. In the search box type:

Reddit.com (and then your search)

You can use all the other Google modifiers "*" + - etc, to get more precise searches too.

DefaTroll • 4y ago

21 Reply

Just ebay a 5-$10 license for data center edition and never worry about it again. Don't need to worry about
that or Cals if it's home use. They can audit and fine a business, but they aren't going to give a shit about
your homelab and couldn't really do anything anyway if they did care.

[deleted] • 4y ago

12 Reply

This. After all the money I’ve made for MS over the years at work as a Microsoft partner, I couldn’t give a
shit about properly licensing my home lab. They won’t even give me a deal on the action pack anymore.

Virtual_BlackBelt • 4y ago

18 Reply

8 more replies

Evaluation license is good for 180 days. Automation to reinstall every 180 days.

yubike • 4y ago

8 Reply

1 more reply

You can run a CMD script that extends it for another 180 days and can do this many times. Look for the
video on YT

fuxxociety • 4y ago

10 Reply

It's best practice to run two DCs. If you have another VM hypervisor, preferably place one DC on each
host

The benefit of this is you can promote one and reimage the other, then set the "new" DC up as a
secondary, which will seamlessly propogate the current config to it. 90-some-odd days later, rinse and
repeat with the other host.

That being said, I haven't had any issues using Windows Server after the license has expired.

Log InSkip to main content

4/30/25, 9:27 PM Windows Server in Home Lab : r/homelab

https://www.reddit.com/r/homelab/comments/n3bn50/windows_server_in_home_lab/?rdt=45730 2/8

https://www.reddit.com/user/DefaTroll/
https://www.reddit.com/user/DefaTroll/
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelab/comments/n3bn50/comment/gwq1er4/
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelab/comments/n3bn50/comment/gwqj973/
https://www.reddit.com/user/Virtual_BlackBelt/
https://www.reddit.com/user/Virtual_BlackBelt/
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelab/comments/n3bn50/comment/gwou480/
https://www.reddit.com/user/yubike/
https://www.reddit.com/user/yubike/
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelab/comments/n3bn50/comment/gwq0bdg/
https://www.reddit.com/user/fuxxociety/
https://www.reddit.com/user/fuxxociety/
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelab/comments/n3bn50/comment/gwpvl2v/
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


New to Reddit?
Create your account and connect with a world of communities.

• Promotedmonday_com

Help desk tickets piling up? monday service automates grunt work, saving
your sanity so you can focus on the impactful work. Click below to breathe
easy!

Sign Up monday.com

marc45ca • 4y ago
 Top 1% Commenter

9 Reply

The limitations on essentials relates to virtualisation, remote desktop services and the number of
connections.

Well that and it's a pale imitation of previous versions (Microsoft did a gut job on it).

But for active direction functionality and home lab use it should do you nicely if don't want to go down the
path of having to re-arm trial versions.

[deleted] • 4y ago

4 Reply

As everyone else said you can rearm the 180day eval up to 3yrs. By then something new will be out and you
will want to start fresh. Or go Grey key or look into kms38.

deepend_tilde • 4y ago

7 Reply

6 more replies

For a homelab just buy a license from one of those grey market cdkey places like vip-scdkey .. I’ve used
them for non server versions of windows without issue. So that’d what I would recommend. I wouldn’t do that
for a business but for a homelab it’s a cheap way to get going
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