
External CD/DVD Usb drive purchasing advice & recommendations
Question/Advice

Hi, I'm looking at buying an external CD/DVD usb drive so I can rip music CD's (I buy 2nd hand for peanuts) onto
my laptop, move to external storage, and install & play older games. I've not bought an external CD/DVD drive
before, as every other laptop I've owned previously has had one built in. I'd really appreciate some
recommendations on brands/models I should look for and any other advice you have on the process and usage of
them please.

Many thanks.
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You don't you have any of the old machines, you don't need much to just rip CDs?

MuelNado OP • 2y ago

Unfortunately not. The last one just died so it got taken to a recycling place. Previous laptops went to my
sister and she manages to break everything pretty quickly.
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1

1 more reply

plexguy • 2y ago

1

1 more reply

I picked up an LG SP80NB80 when they had it on one of those deal of the day deals and I had some Best
Buy rewards that were expiring that would pay for it. Point of all this information is that it was one of the
cheapest options you could find, think it was priced under $20. Had low expectations but it is great, I keep it
in my bag and can watch or rip a DVD, or rip/copy/listen to a CD. Plugs in and powered by USB port. Very
quiet which really surprised me as old CD/DVD drives used to be really noisy when you first put the drive in.
Oh, and it is also a DVD/CD writer also, and says it writes at 8x speeds should you want go old school and
make a mix CD.

Also handy when you get an installation CD/DVD with a new motherboard, which was really weird. Plus there
are a lot of DVDs you can pick up for nothing that have movies/tv shows that never made it to streaming
services.

I don't think you can even find a laptop with a DVD/CD drive, I think it was the casualty when they wanted to
go thin, as most notebooks are have the thickness of the old drive.

MuelNado OP • 2y ago

2

Thanks for the reply bud, appreciate the advice - was between an HP & an LG drive for around £22 and
this helped me make my mind up - went with the LG.

[deleted] • 2y ago

DarkKnyt • 2y ago

1

If you want "future proofing" to do stuff with bluray/uhd, check out the makemkv forums. The LG BU40N is
popular for around $100 USD.

However virtually any external drive you get is fine. I think buffalo makes one for sub $40 and is generally
reliable. When you get a no name, you'll have to work a bit to identify the right drivers of they don't install
lickety split.

Buffalo MediaStation Portable DVD Drive/External, Plays and Burns DVDs and CDs with USB Connection.
M-DISC Support. Compatible with Laptop, Desktop PC and Mac https://a.co/d/bIT745g

medwedd • 2y ago

Look at this list https://pilabor.com/blog/2022/10/audio-cd-ripping-hardware/
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No_Frosting_7744 • 1y ago

Exact same situation here. looking at 30 dollar cd, dvd burner from eb. just avoiding (hoping to avoid)
disappointment.

MuelNado OP • 1y ago

1 more reply

Well fingers crossed for you!

I ended up getting a £25 HP drive that I've used for HP & Dell laptops. Had zero issues with it, performed
really well ripping CD's & playing games.

No_Frosting_7744 • 1y ago • Edited 1y ago

This should be a ps: Do certain brand laptops "prefer" certain brand burners? I have a new cd burner that
someone told me was intended for the hp laptop it was bought to go with.

Continue With Google

Continue with Email

• 1 yr. ago

Just plugged in my external DVD drive just to find out there are no drivers for it.. Is it not
normal?

16 upvotes ·  39 comments
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Log InSkip to main content

4/26/25, 2:59 AM External CD/DVD Usb drive purchasing advice & recommendations : r/DataHoarder

https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/external_cddvd_usb_drive_purchasing_advice/?rdt=55000 3/7

https://www.reddit.com/register/
https://www.reddit.com/login/
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/user-agreement
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/privacy-policy
https://www.reddit.com/user/No_Frosting_7744/
https://www.reddit.com/user/No_Frosting_7744/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/comment/koqg5z0/
https://www.reddit.com/user/MuelNado/
https://www.reddit.com/user/MuelNado/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/comment/koqk7py/
https://www.reddit.com/user/No_Frosting_7744/
https://www.reddit.com/user/No_Frosting_7744/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/comment/koqgzm6/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Windows11/comments/18jm8fm/just_plugged_in_my_external_dvd_drive_just_to/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Windows11/comments/18jm8fm/just_plugged_in_my_external_dvd_drive_just_to/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Windows11
https://www.reddit.com/r/Windows11/comments/18jm8fm/just_plugged_in_my_external_dvd_drive_just_to/
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


• 7 mo. ago

Step 1 of ripping 2000+ DVDs: buy some drives

565 upvotes ·  122 comments

r/DataHoarder

• 4 yr. ago

Brand New out of The Box DVD/CD Drive not recognised or working.

1 upvote ·  11 comments

r/techsupport

• 3 yr. ago

Can a USB DVD drive connect to a TV?

12 upvotes ·  8 comments

r/techsupport

• 1 yr. ago

Am I the only one who puts optical drives in my builds still? I still use them frequently for
CD and DVD playback.

494 upvotes ·  332 comments

r/computers

• 2 yr. ago

What to do with carry cases of CDs and DVDs without covers?

14 comments

r/AskUK

• 1 yr. ago

Buying a used ps5 on offerup he claims the disk drive works and has shown be videos of it working and
he was able to login

9 comments

r/playstation

• 2 mo. ago

Purchased this combo BD/HD-DVD drive on eBay yesterday

50 upvotes ·  14 comments

r/HDDVD

• 2 yr. ago

How do I transfer DVD movies to a USB flash memory stick

11 upvotes ·  9 comments

r/Windows10

• 14 yr. ago

I'm confused, does a DVD Burner also work as a DVD drive?

r/hardware

Log InSkip to main content

4/26/25, 2:59 AM External CD/DVD Usb drive purchasing advice & recommendations : r/DataHoarder

https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/external_cddvd_usb_drive_purchasing_advice/?rdt=55000 4/7

https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/1fw50hu/step_1_of_ripping_2000_dvds_buy_some_drives/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/1fw50hu/step_1_of_ripping_2000_dvds_buy_some_drives/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/1fw50hu/step_1_of_ripping_2000_dvds_buy_some_drives/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport/comments/m5up4z/brand_new_out_of_the_box_dvdcd_drive_not/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport/comments/m5up4z/brand_new_out_of_the_box_dvdcd_drive_not/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport/comments/xct7kw/can_a_usb_dvd_drive_connect_to_a_tv/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport/comments/xct7kw/can_a_usb_dvd_drive_connect_to_a_tv/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/17udsex/am_i_the_only_one_who_puts_optical_drives_in_my/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/17udsex/am_i_the_only_one_who_puts_optical_drives_in_my/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/17udsex/am_i_the_only_one_who_puts_optical_drives_in_my/
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskUK/comments/13ragj2/what_to_do_with_carry_cases_of_cds_and_dvds/
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskUK/comments/13ragj2/what_to_do_with_carry_cases_of_cds_and_dvds/
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskUK
https://www.reddit.com/r/playstation/comments/1ddvg1l/buying_a_used_ps5_on_offerup_he_claims_the_disk/
https://www.reddit.com/r/playstation/comments/1ddvg1l/buying_a_used_ps5_on_offerup_he_claims_the_disk/
https://www.reddit.com/r/playstation
https://www.reddit.com/r/HDDVD/comments/1iyhupn/purchased_this_combo_bdhddvd_drive_on_ebay/
https://www.reddit.com/r/HDDVD/comments/1iyhupn/purchased_this_combo_bdhddvd_drive_on_ebay/
https://www.reddit.com/r/HDDVD
https://www.reddit.com/r/HDDVD/comments/1iyhupn/purchased_this_combo_bdhddvd_drive_on_ebay/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Windows10/comments/101df64/how_do_i_transfer_dvd_movies_to_a_usb_flash/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Windows10/comments/101df64/how_do_i_transfer_dvd_movies_to_a_usb_flash/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Windows10
https://www.reddit.com/r/hardware/comments/gcxzq/im_confused_does_a_dvd_burner_also_work_as_a_dvd/
https://www.reddit.com/r/hardware/comments/gcxzq/im_confused_does_a_dvd_burner_also_work_as_a_dvd/
https://www.reddit.com/r/hardware
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


5 comments

• 1 yr. ago

About listening to CDs on a pc

15 upvotes ·  24 comments

r/audiophile

• 2 yr. ago

Best internal optical disc drive (for reading and writing)?

14 upvotes ·  22 comments

r/DataHoarder

• 2 yr. ago

Question about an external DVD drive for my laptop

1 upvote ·  3 comments

r/computer

• 2 yr. ago

Super noob question lol. CD/DVD Drives

1 upvote ·  9 comments

r/buildapc

• 15 days ago

Portable DVD players

168 upvotes ·  6 comments

r/olderbrothercore

• 1 mo. ago

I didn't like not having an optical drive

27 upvotes ·  26 comments

r/computers

• 1 mo. ago

Might be one of the rarest PCs in the world - The IMAX DVD Intelligent DVD Machine

39 upvotes ·  28 comments

r/computers

• 2 yr. ago

Looking for DVD player with USB port that plays video files

1 upvote ·  1 comment

r/techsupport

• 6 days agor/minidisc

Log InSkip to main content

4/26/25, 2:59 AM External CD/DVD Usb drive purchasing advice & recommendations : r/DataHoarder

https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/external_cddvd_usb_drive_purchasing_advice/?rdt=55000 5/7

https://www.reddit.com/r/hardware/comments/gcxzq/im_confused_does_a_dvd_burner_also_work_as_a_dvd/
https://www.reddit.com/r/audiophile/comments/1bkyfxw/about_listening_to_cds_on_a_pc/
https://www.reddit.com/r/audiophile/comments/1bkyfxw/about_listening_to_cds_on_a_pc/
https://www.reddit.com/r/audiophile
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/11st663/best_internal_optical_disc_drive_for_reading_and/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/11st663/best_internal_optical_disc_drive_for_reading_and/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder
https://www.reddit.com/r/computer/comments/15nvgci/question_about_an_external_dvd_drive_for_my_laptop/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computer/comments/15nvgci/question_about_an_external_dvd_drive_for_my_laptop/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computer
https://www.reddit.com/r/buildapc/comments/14ydko0/super_noob_question_lol_cddvd_drives/
https://www.reddit.com/r/buildapc/comments/14ydko0/super_noob_question_lol_cddvd_drives/
https://www.reddit.com/r/buildapc
https://www.reddit.com/r/olderbrothercore/comments/1jwo6b8/portable_dvd_players/
https://www.reddit.com/r/olderbrothercore/comments/1jwo6b8/portable_dvd_players/
https://www.reddit.com/r/olderbrothercore
https://www.reddit.com/r/olderbrothercore/comments/1jwo6b8/portable_dvd_players/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/1jfn1fl/i_didnt_like_not_having_an_optical_drive/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/1jfn1fl/i_didnt_like_not_having_an_optical_drive/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/1jfn1fl/i_didnt_like_not_having_an_optical_drive/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/1jdupc4/might_be_one_of_the_rarest_pcs_in_the_world_the/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/1jdupc4/might_be_one_of_the_rarest_pcs_in_the_world_the/
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers
https://www.reddit.com/r/computers/comments/1jdupc4/might_be_one_of_the_rarest_pcs_in_the_world_the/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport/comments/11wwir8/looking_for_dvd_player_with_usb_port_that_plays/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport/comments/11wwir8/looking_for_dvd_player_with_usb_port_that_plays/
https://www.reddit.com/r/techsupport
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc/comments/1k3l5l5/be_careful_on_ebay_minidiscs_even_big_99_positive/
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc/comments/1k3l5l5/be_careful_on_ebay_minidiscs_even_big_99_positive/
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


Related discussions

Be careful on EBay minidiscs (even big, 99% positive review sellers)

33 upvotes ·  29 comments

• 4 days ago

Mail Day : Lot of used minidiscs

96 upvotes ·  13 comments

r/minidisc

• 2 mo. ago

Can anyone recommend a good software for burning DVDs/CDs?

2 upvotes ·  23 comments

r/DataHoarder

• 2 yr. ago

CD player DAC's, Usb input and streamers

1 upvote ·  6 comments

r/BudgetAudiophile

• 1 yr. ago

According to reports, today Best Buy has begun removing physical media (Blu-Ray, DVD, UHD Blu-Ray)
from its inventory.

2.3K upvotes ·  736 comments

r/movies

• 2 yr. ago

I just bought the Maxwell headset; it's coming today! Does Anyone have any EQ presets to share for
gaming and EDM?

7 upvotes ·  10 comments

r/Audeze

• 3 yr. ago

Are DVD drives in 2022 necessary?

913 upvotes ·  378 comments

r/buildapc

Best External Hard Drive

Best External Hard Drive for Mac Time Machine

Best External Hard Drive Brand

Log InSkip to main content

4/26/25, 2:59 AM External CD/DVD Usb drive purchasing advice & recommendations : r/DataHoarder

https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/external_cddvd_usb_drive_purchasing_advice/?rdt=55000 6/7

https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc/comments/1k3l5l5/be_careful_on_ebay_minidiscs_even_big_99_positive/
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc/comments/1k3l5l5/be_careful_on_ebay_minidiscs_even_big_99_positive/
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc/comments/1k4qgnu/mail_day_lot_of_used_minidiscs/
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc/comments/1k4qgnu/mail_day_lot_of_used_minidiscs/
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc
https://www.reddit.com/r/minidisc/comments/1k4qgnu/mail_day_lot_of_used_minidiscs/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/1iwoo67/can_anyone_recommend_a_good_software_for_burning/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/1iwoo67/can_anyone_recommend_a_good_software_for_burning/
https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder
https://www.reddit.com/r/BudgetAudiophile/comments/zuv6hi/cd_player_dacs_usb_input_and_streamers/
https://www.reddit.com/r/BudgetAudiophile/comments/zuv6hi/cd_player_dacs_usb_input_and_streamers/
https://www.reddit.com/r/BudgetAudiophile
https://www.reddit.com/r/movies/comments/18x06ae/according_to_reports_today_best_buy_has_begun/
https://www.reddit.com/r/movies/comments/18x06ae/according_to_reports_today_best_buy_has_begun/
https://www.reddit.com/r/movies
https://www.reddit.com/r/Audeze/comments/14445ld/i_just_bought_the_maxwell_headset_its_coming/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Audeze/comments/14445ld/i_just_bought_the_maxwell_headset_its_coming/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Audeze
https://www.reddit.com/r/buildapc/comments/whryix/are_dvd_drives_in_2022_necessary/
https://www.reddit.com/r/buildapc/comments/whryix/are_dvd_drives_in_2022_necessary/
https://www.reddit.com/r/buildapc
https://www.reddit.com/klp/best-external-hard-drive/
https://www.reddit.com/klp/best-external-hard-drive-for-mac-time-machine/
https://www.reddit.com/klp/best-external-hard-drive-brand/
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


TOP POSTS

Reddit

reReddit: Top posts of July 14, 2023

Reddit

reReddit: Top posts of July 2023

Reddit

reReddit: Top posts of 2023

Trending topics today

Reddit Rules Privacy Policy User Agreement Reddit, Inc. © 2025. All rights reserved.

Best Portable DVD Player

See more

FBI arrests judge in probe

George Santos sentenced

Katy Perry tour reactions

Clair Obscur tops 500k units

Alijah Arenas out of coma

Russian general killed

Log In

4/26/25, 2:59 AM External CD/DVD Usb drive purchasing advice & recommendations : r/DataHoarder

https://www.reddit.com/r/DataHoarder/comments/14za1wm/external_cddvd_usb_drive_purchasing_advice/?rdt=55000 7/7

https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july-14-1/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/july/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.reddit.com/posts/2023/
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/content-policy
https://www.reddit.com/policies/privacy-policy
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/user-agreement
https://redditinc.com/
https://www.reddit.com/klp/best-portable-dvd-player/
https://www.reddit.com/r/politics/comments/1k7nngh/judge_hannah_dugan_arrested_by_fbi_for_allegedly/
https://www.reddit.com/r/news/comments/1k7p1w0/former_rep_george_santos_sentenced_to_87_months/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Music/comments/1k7keof/katy_perry_mocked_for_choreography_at_lifetimes/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Games/comments/1k7mt6x/clair_obscur_expedition_33_surpasses_500000_units/
https://www.reddit.com/r/sports/comments/1k7p2ha/usc_recruit_alijah_arenas_out_of_coma_following/
https://www.reddit.com/r/europe/comments/1k7jk5f/russian_general_killed_in_moscow_car_blast_on_day/
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/

