
$1000 difference on the 16" M3 Pro w/ 36gb RAM v. 16" M3 Max w/ 48gb RAM?
Worth it?
Help

I'm needing a new Macbook, and this seems to be the biggest question. I do a lot of Lightroom Editing, and soon
will be doing 4k video editing. I'd love this MacBook to have a good amount of longevity to it. I plan on going 1TB
for each model. If I went 48gb, I'd probably just do the extra $180 for the 64, but the big question seems to be if
the jump from 36gb to 48gb is worth the $1000 (requires the chip upgrade to make that jump).

I've looked through some of the other threads and didn't see clear answer on this question. Please direct me if has
been asked. Thanks!
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1 Reply

You need to look at your own workflow and current ram usage. We can't really tell you, if you do extremely
complex things then yes. If you don't, no. If you have 32GB currently and always run out then it is likely that
the best option for you would actually be the 30 core 96GB model for example, not that you need 96GB but
because you are clearly doing huge projects and could realistically push into the 50s, 60GB usage over time.
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2 Reply

1 more reply

Yeah, that's a fair question. I guess the current problem is I don't know what I'll need. I've been on an M1
8gb Macbook Air for a few years, but recently picked up wildlife photography and am spending a lot of the
day in Lightroom, and it's just not handling. AT all. And I anticipate getting deep into wildlife 4k video as
well, so I'm unsure of where I will max out on those things. 36gb seems like it would be sufficient, but
these apps are always evolving and I don't wanna be maxing out in 2 years.

Share

yaji-sama • 10mo ago

1 Reply

Could you shed some input for me? I'm a Windows user since birth. I dislike Apple. But contemplating on
the said MacBook Pro M3 Max 16inch. But not sure which one to go for, the 36gb 1TB 39 core is £3600,
but the 40 core 48GB jumps to £4100, or another £200 for 64GB

I do graphic design work, mainly video editing, illustrations and Photoshopping. (I do use 3 programs
open at once at time. Juggling between them)

No idea which one to go for.

Share

PhxntomsBurner • 1y ago

1 Reply

If you’re gonna get the 48gb fork out the extra $200 for the 64gb

Share

birdsbikingrunning OP • 1y ago

1 Reply

1 more reply

Correct, but not the question. I already stated I would do that. The big question is the jump from the 36 to
the 48

Share

Zardozerr • 1y ago

1 Reply

The biggest difference is the jump between M3 Pro and M3 Max, not 36 to 48 GB. I would say that's the
larger part of the $1K difference. For video it is worth it IMO, but it also depends on how serious you are
about the video part. It's not like the M3 Pro won't work, it's just roughly half the GPU power of the max.
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$1000 difference on the 16" M3 Pro w/ 36gb RAM v. 16" M3 Max w/ 48gb RAM? Worth it?

6 comments

Got the MBP 16" M4 Max (16/40) with 48 gigs of ram

30 upvotes ·  11 comments

Bought this second hand M2 Max MBP, 32gb ram. It’s a beast!

270 upvotes ·  54 comments

Is M3 Pro 12/18 16inch 36GB/512GB for $2429 A Good Deal

3 upvotes ·  3 comments

After 9 years...upgraded to 14" M4 Max Macbook Pro 🤩

423 upvotes ·  147 comments

Upgraded from a 2013 MBP to a M3 Pro

126 upvotes ·  12 comments

My first MacBook Pro - 2020 M1 16gb RAM, 512gb ssd. Paid $600. How’d I do?

196 upvotes ·  56 comments

Continue with Email

r/AskPhotography • 1 yr. ago

r/macbookpro • 2 mo. ago

0:15

r/macbookpro • 3 mo. ago

r/macbookpro • 1 yr. ago

r/macbookpro • 4 mo. ago

r/macbookpro • 3 mo. ago

r/macbookpro • 3 mo. ago

2

Log InSkip to main content

3/30/25, 5:28 PM $1000 difference on the 16" M3 Pro w/ 36gb RAM v. 16" M3 Max w/ 48gb RAM? Worth it? : r/macbookpro

https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1c4s217/1000_difference_on_the_16_m3_pro_w_36gb_ram_v_16/?rdt=40404 3/6

https://www.reddit.com/register/
https://www.reddit.com/login/
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/user-agreement
https://www.redditinc.com/policies/privacy-policy
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskPhotography/comments/1c4s9ws/1000_difference_on_the_16_m3_pro_w_36gb_ram_v_16/
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1i75ug0/got_the_mbp_16_m4_max_1640_with_48_gigs_of_ram/
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1hlysu6/bought_this_second_hand_m2_max_mbp_32gb_ram_its_a/
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1c43s09/is_m3_pro_1218_16inch_36gb512gb_for_2429_a_good/
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1hb2mza/after_9_yearsupgraded_to_14_m4_max_macbook_pro/
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1hspque/upgraded_from_a_2013_mbp_to_a_m3_pro/
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1hyc26w/my_first_macbook_pro_2020_m1_16gb_ram_512gb_ssd/
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskPhotography
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro/comments/1i75ug0/got_the_mbp_16_m4_max_1640_with_48_gigs_of_ram/
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro
https://www.reddit.com/r/macbookpro
https://www.reddit.com/
https://www.reddit.com/login/


Got the M2 Pro Macbook Pro 16 base model for $1050, worth it?

131 upvotes ·  38 comments

Finally got my first MacBook Pro m4 max 14” after 22 years with windows laptop

127 upvotes ·  20 comments

M4 Max 16inch MacBook Pro! Upgrade from Intel Mac Pro

263 upvotes ·  26 comments

Good deal for this m1 pro MacBook Pro 16’ for $820?

38 upvotes ·  24 comments

Help me choose the right MacBook please :)

13 upvotes ·  32 comments

My first MacBook ; 24 GB , M4 Pro, 512 TB.

242 upvotes ·  79 comments

M3 MACBOOK PRO 16GB RAM/ 1TB OR M2 MACBOOK AIR 24GB RAM/1TB OR MAXED OUT.

5 comments

Got this Macbook Pro M4 Pro a week ago

34 upvotes ·  7 comments
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4k 60fps video editing in Resolve: Would you go for late 2021 M1 Max with 2TB and 64GB RAM or a
brand new M3 Pro with 36GB RAM and 512GB SSD?
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$2240 Macbook Pro 16" M2 Max, 32GB RAM/1TB 2023 OR $2850 Macbook Pro 16" M1 Max, 64GB
RAM/1TB 2021 For DaVinci Resolve, editing for YouTube, 4k 60fps footage from my GH5?
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27 upvotes ·  38 comments
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ever.
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Got my first MacBook Pro (M4) as a year-end bonus – it’s a beast! 🖥️

688 upvotes ·  52 comments

Got my first MacBook Pro M4 Pro 48GB and 2TB with my own money. Sharing my much
beloved tech-ware with Reddit.

64 upvotes ·  10 comments
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