
For those trying to decide between glossy and anti-glare for their new MacBook
Pro, I took my and my sister's MBP's and did a side-by-side comparison
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The major selling point on the glossy for me is the added (feeling of) durability thanks to the glass.
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Also, the glass is much easier to clean.
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I have a glossy screen and matte screen, and I've got to say that the colours are much much more vibrant on
the glossy screen. The only downside is that I cannot sit with my back to a window, as the OP has
demonstrated.

However, I honestly do not find this to be a regular problem. When I take my MBP to the coffee shop, I just
choose the seat facing the window.

For a more unbiased comparison maybe it would be worth doing exactly the same but positioning them
without a glaring window behind the seating position.
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For the life of me, I cannot understand why glossy screens are the standard on laptops and matte screens
are the standard for desktop monitors. To me, it should be exactly the opposite - mobile computers are much
more likely to encounter bad light environments, whereas desktop monitors are typically used indoors with
low, controlled light.

edit: I really think it's just because people subconsciously like things shiny, and manufacturers are forced to
make their laptops just as shiny as the others lest they be looked over on the showroom. If I recall correctly,
apple was one of the last manufacturers to adopt glossy screens as standard.

Share

Mikuro • 13y ago

13 Reply

1 more reply

On the other hand, laptops are easy to adjust away from the sun.
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IIRC, the glossy display has better color and light projection, because the matte screen filters out some light.
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The glossy has better perceived contrast and the colors tend to "pop" more. But obviously, the matte is
better if you have lighting issues.
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At least for colorblind people like me. I definetly get the color 'pop' from glossy screens and wouldn't have
it any other way. It's nice to know that red can be bright like everyone says it is.
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Matte = Anti-Glare, Glossy=Anti-reflective?

5 upvotes ·  7 comments

2 more replies

SoyBeanExplosion • 13y ago

5 Reply

1 more reply

This. I had one of the older macbooks for a few years, matte screen; colours were very dull even after
modifying the display settings. This MBP has a glossy screen and, even though glare can be an issue
sometimes, I'd rather deal with that because the colours are so much deeper and more vivid on this.

Share

[deleted] • 13y ago

5 Reply

2 more replies

I daily use my MBP which has a glossy screen, and to me, this is rarely a problem. I can imagine though that
if I had a MBP with a matte screen, I would be more mobile. For example I could sit on the balcony and work,
whereas this would be next to impossible with a glossy screen. Knowing it would be difficult with the glossy
screen I have, I haven't even tried it, so therefore it's not really a problem.

What's always bothered me with the matte version though, is that I think it looks so much worse without the
black bezel around the screen that the glossy version has. Does anyone else feel this way?
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Brought my old work MBP to life for $250, and it's glorious

75 upvotes ·  15 comments

Problem i noticed with my new macbook pro m4 bought like 3 hrs ago

1.4K upvotes ·  367 comments
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are laptops with anti-glare screen good for gaming?

12 comments

What is the difference between Anti Glare, Blue Cut and Computer Glasses and where they
are useful?

3 comments

Do you guys use screen protector for MacBook?

179 upvotes ·  179 comments

800$ for a new MBP

23 upvotes ·  37 comments

Two years with the M1 Pro 14" MBP and still loving it

36 upvotes ·  20 comments

Nanotexture vs. Matte/Anti-Glare Screen Protector

4 upvotes ·  7 comments

Rare Mid 2012 15” MacBook Pro with the Matte Screen. Found at the recycling center.

239 upvotes ·  33 comments

Anti-Glare Screen protector for surface laptop?

6 upvotes ·  2 comments
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Why you use MacBook Pro instead MacBook Air

205 upvotes ·  299 comments

Macbook air users, have you ever come to regret choosing mac over windows?

32 upvotes ·  315 comments

I Get The Hate For Intel Macs Now, BUT...

127 upvotes ·  135 comments

MacBook Pro M4 Screen Protector

1 upvote ·  3 comments

Is there a way to avoid screen reflection ?

1.8K upvotes ·  746 comments

Changing from M1 Macbook Pro to M4 Macbook Pro

39 upvotes ·  22 comments

MacBook Pro M1 Pro
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Though I have an M3 Air I Replaced The Screen On My 13" 2020 Intel MacBook Pro
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What exactly is "FHD LED Antiglare?"

2 upvotes ·  12 comments

Lifelong Windows User Tries M4 MacBook Pro

136 upvotes ·  106 comments

Review of Macbook matte (anti-glare) screen protectors

9 upvotes ·  17 comments

Are the anti-glare coating worth it?

11 upvotes ·  25 comments

I need help deciding which MacBook to buy.

4 upvotes ·  41 comments

Why do Macs/Macbooks only come with glossy screens?

4 upvotes ·  11 comments
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