
Mobile Proxmox Workstation working incredibly well
A few days ago I was driving home and wondering if there was any solution out there that presented a light weight
hypervisor installed and hosted VMs, but which allowed you to work on the VMs locally. Say I could setup and run
on my laptop a small network of computers for rapid proof-of-concept, something I've done with network emulators
like CORE ( ).

I'd looked at Qubes OS as a possibility, and while I really like a lot about the thoughts to security that had been
built in from the start, the architecture of how it was setup didn't easily lend itself to my use case. But, I did take a
bit of inspiration from it. I run Proxmox at home on my smallish cluster

So, laptop in hand, I started to see what I could do in this regard. It has been very helpful for me, and I thought I'd
throw this out there in case anyone else was looking for something similar.
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Nice writeup.

I did something similar starting with a Debian install followed by a proxmox ve install overlaid. The particular
laptop had both an integrated and discrete graphics card and coming out of hibernation encountered error
conditions.

I went back to virtualbox on top of Ubuntu.

Is hibernation working as intended?

nwspmp OP • 3y ago •

8 Reply

Good question. Haven’t checked that out yet as I’ve done full shutdown when done. I’ll test that tonight or
tomorrow and update!

Automatic-Wolf8141 • 3y ago •

5 Reply

2 more replies

For the several times I installed xfce4 on Proxmox I had to manually uninstall udisk2 to solve the CPU
hogging problem, you might want to check that as well.

nwspmp OP • 3y ago •

4 Reply

Will check on that. I did this test with PVE 7.0, forgot to mention that

LivingOther • 3y ago • Edited 3y ago •

3 Reply

I gave up on this idea. Even with a threadripper 3995x as bundling processes into VMS did not make sense
as I need the processing power to do my work.

even a browser becomes as an issue

So it works well as a workstation?

it looks promising 

are you using with proxmox ?

https://www.reddit.com/r/firefox/comments/oknqia/left_the_tabs_on_and_the_websites_are_still/h592l65/?
context=3

https://www.qubes-os.org/intro/

nwspmp OP • 3y ago •
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4 more replies

So far, it's been working fine as a workstation. This one is running on an HP ZBook G3 laptop with an
Intel i7-6700HQ and 16GB RAM. I don't run any tasks on the root environment besides Chromium (for
access to the configuration pages) and Remmina (going to be testing SPICE clients today if meetings
allow). Right now, it's sitting at 1GB of RAM in use, and has been stable.

I haven't run Qubes on this laptop but have previously. It's a great system, if you take the time to think
your workflows out and just how you want to partition what you do. If you find a workflow that works for
how you work (wow, that's a clunky phrase), then it seems to work well. I never did with it as I was always
tinkering rather than doing what I needed.

• Promotedupwork

You’re just a few clicks from hiring web dev and IT experts.

Sign Up upwork.com

[deleted] • 3y ago •

3 Reply

1 more reply

Did you try kvm before proxmox?

Proxmox is basically just fancy kvm with extras like acme and llvm. Virt-manager or virsh, with an OpenGL
interface does a good job of being competent without requiring a whole operating system

TheFluffyDovah • 3y ago •

3 Reply

Saved this for later, I've been wanting to do something similar

ZPrimed • 3y ago •

4 Reply

I don’t really want to suggest a Microsoft product here, but you can do all of this with Win10 Pro after you
enable HyperV, too. Obviously not open-source, and you have to pay for the Win10Pro instance, but most
laptops likely ship with that preinstalled anyway…

Proxmox is just a nice fancy wrapper around qemu and kvm
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Proxmox-Enhanced-Configuration-Utility (PECU) - Automate GPU Passthrough on Proxmox!
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Hyper-V is fantastic but a bit overly complicated. While I love the added security features of Hyper-V,
Microsoft treats it like a server. You're not really meant to be accessing the VMs through the Hyper-V
interface. You're supposed to be RDPing into them.

Plus Hyper-V is a bit finicky. It has issues with a lot of GPUs so it won't load the VMs at full resolution
without tinkering with the grub file to add a custom resolution. Otherwise, Hyper-V defaults to 800x600
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