
Looking to use my personal domain for DNS queries to my Tailscale devices
Help Needed

Hoping someone can help ELI5 on this topic; I know a little about DNS but not exactly the process on pointing
services to it.

I have a personal domain I have been using for a few years now, purchased from . My name servers
are pointing to , that hosts my website. I also have MX records pointing to google for Gmail.

What do I need to do to setup my Tailscale devices so that I can access them via ' '?
Is it easy enough/worth it?

Thanks in advance!!
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You can do this two ways: either create records on your public DNS host pointing to private IP addresses or
using Split DNS and pointing your domain search to your own private DNS service using the Admin Console:

I do the latter as I want a consistent interface when I'm on and off tailscale. My self hosted services are all
accessible via  and my DNS server resolves them to IP addresses on my LAN. Setting
up a tailscale subnet router allows my DNS service able to be accessed by all devices.

https://tailscale.com/kb/1054/dns/

service.mydomain.com
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Do you have magicdns enabled or disabled for this?

bcat24 • 8mo ago • Edited 8mo ago

4 Reply

Sure, this works fine. As far as DNS is concerned, Tailscale IP addresses are the same as any others.

The way I do this is that I registered a domain, say, example.com. Then I set up public DNS records as
follows:

A hostname.example.com [Tailscale IPv4 address]

AAAA hostname.example.com [Tailscale IPv6 address]

Then for services I run, I set up records like so:

CNAME foo.example.com hostname.example.com

CNAME bar.example.com hostname.example.com

(I could use A/AAAA records there, but I'm not worried about a little extra overhead.)

One advantage of this setup is that I can provision SSL certs (via Caddy, etc.) for intranet sites using 
.

Finally (and not required), I have my local DNS at home set up (via dnsmasq on my router) so that
hostname.example.com resolves to a LAN IP rather than a Tailscale IP. That way, I can access local services
from other LAN devices even if they don't have the Tailscale client installed.
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